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A Note on Collaboration

The discoveries, concepts, vocabulary, phraseology-every word- and entire writing
style of this book originate exclusively in the mind of R. Buckminster Fuller. My
role has been strictly editorial: identifying, sorting out, and organizing the
presentation of five decades of Fuller's thinking, continually confronting the author
with himself.

E.JA.




THISWORK ISDEDICATED TO
H.S. M. COXETER
PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
To me no experience of childhood so reinforced self-
confidence in one's own exploratory faculties
as did geometry. Itsinspiring effectivenessin
winnowing out and evaluating a plurality
of previously unknowns from afew given
knowns, and its elegance of proof
lead to the further discovery and comprehension of a
grand strategy for all
problem solving.

By virtue of his extraordinary life's work in mathematics,
Dr. Coxeter isthe geometer of our bestirring
twentieth century, the spontaneously acclaimed
terrestrial curator of the historical
inventory of the science of
pattern analysis.
| dedicate this work with particular esteem for him
and in thanksto all the geometers of all time
whose importance to humanity
he epitomizes.



Scenarios

Each scenario is a narrative sequence of geometrical exposition written-and
intended to be read-as a separate continuity.

Child as Explorer 100.01-100.63
Nature in a Corner 260.00-269.07
Complex Humans 311.11-311.18
Metaphysics 326.00-326.50
Pattern. 505.50-505.83
Space 526.10-526.35
Spherical Gravity 646.10-646.22
Tensegrity 790.10-795.11
Annihilation 935.00-938.16
*Demass Model 986.00-986.874
Multiplication by Division 987.00-987.416
Geometry of Nine 1013.00-1013.64
Involvement Field 1033.00-1033.92
Minimum Topology 1044.00-1044.13
Physical Periodicities 1052.50-1052.71
Growth and Decay 1053.80-1053.85
Geometry of Two 1070.00-1077.11
Typewriter 1130.00-1133.04

* The author suggests that beginning readers should start their explorations at the
Demass Model: it presents a broad survey of the evolution of his geometry as well
asamodel of Einstein's equation.
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Explicit: A note to the reader

Synergetics 1 and Synergetics 2 are separate volumes only because of their bulk and the
chronology of their composition. They in fact comprise asingle integral work. Each
chapter in the first volume has been expanded in the second, and the sequence of
paragraphs has been numbered to dovetail and provide a shared context.

It is the essence of synergy to produce unpredicted-indeed, unpredictable-results like the
surprise geometrical discoveries of this second volume. Synergetics 2 continues the
exposition of Fuller's radical geometrical cosmos with its landscapes of unfamiliar models
and metaphors; it amplifies and amends-but does not supersede-the earlier volume
published in 1975; it makes more explicit the significance of certain geometrical functions
that are only implicit in Synergetics 1; and it introduces the term epistemography to
describe Fuller's geometry of thinking. The two books together present descriptions that
are explicit aswell as contextual.

Buckminster Fuller employs the discipline of alecturer, recommencing his expositions
from the beginning, reviewing the previous experiments and recalls of experiences. His
written discourse, like his speech, is replete with sustained narrative sequences that
recapitul ate the geometrical premises, ever starting back from the beginning . . . as Fuller
says, like the pole vaulter who always goes back to the end of the cinder track before
repeating his sprint.

Although the apparatus of section numbersis handy as akey to context and essential for
indexing and for cross-reference, it tends to obscure the logical continuity of certain
passages that merit the reader's sustained attention. For this reason the Table of Contentsis
supplemented with a Table of Scenarios. The new reader seeking an avenue into the work
should choose from the list of Scenarios as a guide; those seeking a specific topic may
refer to the Table of Contents.

The index and cross-references in Synergetics 2 refer to both volumes; references to
Synergetics 1 are in roman numbers and those in Synergetics 2 in italic numerals.

- E. J. Applewhite
Washington, D.C.
19 February 1979
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